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Development of Lactobacillus sporogenes Resistant to
Rifampicin, an Antituberculosis Agent
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ABSTRACT: Lactobacillus sporogenes was treated with N-methyl-N’-nitro-N-nitrosoguanidine (NTG)
to obtain resistant mutants to rifampicin. Fifty-eight strains of the NTG-induced mutants showed dis-
tinct resistance to rifampicin and nine mutants were selected for further studies. They also exhibited
identical characteristics with the parent Lactobacillus sporogenes when they were tested for spore for-
mation, acid formation and growth inhibition of E. coli. From in vitro test it was identified that rifam-
picin is not inactivated by certain factors of the rifampicin resistant mutants. It is suggested that they
can be utilized as efficient normalizing agents for human intestinal flora when they are simultaneously
taken with rifampicin
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Table 1. MIC of antituberculosis agents against Laclo-
bacilius sporogenes (parent).

MIC (ug/ml)

Antituberculosis agent

Streptomycin 1.
Kanamycin 1.
Rifampicin 0.01
Capreomycin 12.5
Ethambutol 100
INAH 100
Cycloserine 10
Pyrazinamide 100
Prothionamide 100

Table 2. MIC of rifampicin against NTG induced mu-
tants of Lactobacillus sporogenes.

MIC(ug/m/) Total strains
25 2
50 4
100 7
200 29
400 16
0.01 Parent
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A 20-25702] colony 7} A=A, ZF petri
dish & #H3F 3-4 749 colony g 5, A
oFs}ar 4?&,——‘?—3]“}0:] 59 70€] rifampicin WAl
mutant #5352 29 (Tab e2).
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200 ug/mi <) A 2971, 400 ug/mi<l A 1670
= 57kA] group &8 FE3Ieler, ol&e] MIC
= parent & a]ﬂ_x] MIC 7} 2,500-40,000 ¥ A=
AsEglgol wEth wWelA olE WATTE
A A 25k nfampmm% yg-Foid A 7@72}3
HE 7S - ek Az,

Rifampicin Ol CHet LHERX] A&

NTG =Hzlel 9al dojA  rifampicin HA
mutants 7} rifampicin o] sl A& o2 A&
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Table 3. Lactic acid concentration in the cultures of
Lactobactllus sporogenes.

Strain No. Lactic acid concentration (mg/m/)

Parent 7.4 (100%)
3 5.6 ( 76%)

14 6.5 ( 88%)
17 6.1 ( 82%)
20 6.3 ( 85%)
29 6.3 ( 85%)
32 6.3 ( 85%)
35 5.6 ( 76%)
47 6.5 ( 88%)
50 5.9 ( 80%)
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Fig. 1. Changes in the numbers of E. coli which was
grown with Lactobacillus sporogenes (E. coli: L.
sporogenes = 1:10).
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Fig. 2. Changes in the numbers of E. coli which was
grown with Lactobacillus sporogenes (E. coli: L.
sporogenes = 1:10%).
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A Control (E. coli only)
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Table 4. The possibility of in vitro inactivation of rifam-
picin by culture of the rifampicin resistant mu-
tants of Lactobacillus sporogenes.

Strain No. Inhibition zone (mm)* Inactivation
3 21 No
14 22 No
17 21 No
20 20 No
29 21 No
32 22 No
35 22 No
47 22 No
50 21 No
Control** 23 No

* The size of the inhibition zone against B. subtilis
ATCC 6633 by rifampicin extracted from the filtrated
culture of rifampicin resistant mutants of Lactobacillus
sporogenes.

** Strain: Serratia marcescens.
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